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MR. JOHN FROUT

AT ROSELANDS, SAWBRIDGEWORTH,

It is twelve years since o remarkable
work on “Profitable Clay Farming® was
first published, and ot once attracted a
great deal of attention in the agrienlturzl

world, The author, Mr. John Prout,
explained in his introduction that he
farmed four hundred and filty acres

of heavy land, all under the plough, and |
He eaid |
that e was satisfied with his eultivation of |
clay, and did not wish that it were grass; |
and that the object of his book was to show |

almost entirely devoted to eorn.

¥ example how hundreds of farms in per.
haps a majority of the English connties
Imﬂ'-ﬁ.l: be tilled as sucecessfully as hiz own.
Taking up this book (which is now ont of
print} o Little time ago, and reading it with
mutteh interest in the light of recent events, 1
carme to the conelusion to seek an interview
with Mr. Prout, and ascertain how far he
adheres to the views which he expresses in
his earefully considered and clearly reasoned
pagces. :

_Sawbridgeworth iz a large and flonrishing
village in Hertfordshire, situated on the sum.
it of & hill overlooking the vale of the Stort.
The acreage of the parish is about 6666 acrcs.
Besides having a station of its own on the
Great Enstern Railway, it is only four miles
from the market town of Bishop's Stortiord,
The chief industry of the village is malt.
It is built om gravel, but in the neighbourhood
of elay, The rainfall is 26in. per annum.
Sawbridgeworth inclndes ameng its residents
Messrs, Iivers and Sons, the well-known

ortienltnrists, who have abont 150 acres
of froit trees, and an enormons number of
glase houses; Mr. Joseph
Flinn who is the owner of &

| Dominion, and bought land in the township
of Pickering, Ontario. I farmed this for
ten years, and was often very successful at
| the local show in taking prizes for fat
| stock.”

| #When did you return to England, M.
Prout "

| " About the year 1842, I then engagedin
business in London until 18681, when I deter-
mined to resume farming, and purchased

MR, JOHN PROUT.

Blount's Form. It was at that tiwe in a
very worn-ont condition, in fact almost the
worst land in the parish of Sawbridgewarth.”

Here it may t
Mr. Pront entered upon possession of the
roperty in 1861 there were two farms,
lount’s and Sweet Dew's Farm, which are
now thrown into one. Mr. Prout began
at once with permanent improvements,
and overbanled and mgmired the old barns,
stables, and ont-buildings, the dwelling.
houses, and two cottages. Subsequently he
erceted a granary and a third good cottage,
Next, attaching much importance to the work
of draining well, he drained the land. This

took him four years, at a cost of £8 peracre, |

and the outlay was £2700. For rapid and
effectual dizcharge of the drainage water he

e mentioned that when |

soil drainage, and (2) fields of considerable |

dimensions; to which may be added, (8)
|stmif;ht. and neat fences; (4) sound head-
land roadf, and (5) convenient field water-
|supp1}-. The late Dr. Voelcker, who re.
ported on the rationale of Mr. Prout's
| system mnd its permanency, observed in
an exhaustive statement, that the system
| of growing wheat after wheat, or wheat
| and barley on the same fields for a number
| of years in succession, had been practised
| with remarkable suceess by Mr. Prout
| Dealing with the question, * Can the fer.
tility of the land be permanently maintained

by such an exhaustive course of eropping, or |
is it likely in the long run to be seriously |

injured thereby 7" Dr. Vaeleker came to the
following conclugion:—" No fear whatever
need be entertained that under this evsiem
of eultivation and manuring the land wiil he
impoverished, for after twelve or fcusteen
years during which I have watched Mr.
Prout’s farming operations, I ean poreeive no
indications of incipient exhaustion, but on the
contrary, clear evidence of the great improve-
ment which has been eifected in once unpro-

ductive elay land ; nor ean I reeognise any |

tice over an extended area the teachings
of that eminent man. When yon consider
that the average yields as stated by the
Times a few years aogo, were taken as
follows — wheat 8§ quarters per acre,
barley 4, oats 5, and that the average
for Blount's Farm has been for the last
twelve years, wheat 4} quarters per acre,
and barley & quarters 2 bushels per acre, I
think you will admit that the system of
farming practised here is one which might be
considerably extended on heavy clay soils
with profit to the eunltivator, if only some
Government, Liberal or Conservative, will
learn wisely before it is too late, and realise
that the eheer for Protection, which lasted
some five minutes at the memeorable Agri.
eultural Conference in St. James's Hall,
indicated the feelinge, wishes, and only enre
that the representatives of all the Farmers'
Clubs and Chambers of Agriculture through-
out England and Scotland counld suggest for
the deplorable depression which is only teo
manifest.”

“Then,” 1 asked, with some surprise,
“ are you, too, in favour of Protestion 7"

“ I have been almost all my life a Freo

theoreticnl grounds for doubting that the | Trader, but during the last few years have

wonderful improvement which Mr. Prout has
achieved in his land at Sawbridgeworth will

beecome strongly econvinced that the only
remedy of nse to the farmers at present is

be less a success in years to come than it | the imposition of a duty of ten shillings on

has been in the past. . .
| reason why, wit
| and an ocensional dead summer fellow in

| order to give a thorough eleaning to the land,

| Mr. Prout should not be able to grow wheat |
or barley profitably [or an indefinite number |
It is |

of years without injury to his land.”
very refreshing to learn that the farmiog of
My, Prout has on the whole been remmunera.
tive.
These, and many other facts that desorve
| to be pondered over, are gathered from Mr.
Prout's book, which, he told me, has not
( only reached three editions in England, but
has been translated by ten different writers
| inte French, and by ten others into German,
mwany thousand copies having been sold in
| these countries.
“ Now,” I ebzerved to Mr. Prout, * Profit.
{ able Clay Farming * relates to the farm from
1861 to 1880. Have you continued the
system ? "'

time, with the exception that the annmal
| sales of standing corn have not been held

noted stud of Hackney and
Bhire horees; Mr. Duerdin
Dutton, whose kennel of St.
Bernards is one of the best
in England ; and My, T. J.
Mann, of Hyde Hall, who is
the great anthority on Hawk-
Ing, and owns several of the
finest hawks in the country.
Then there is Mr, W, A,
ut, whe is following in
the footsteps of his father
In agrieultural pursunits, and
has a thorough knowledge of
chemistry, He is also the
Possessor of & very valusble
collection of geologieal spe-
Clmens, numbering several
thousands, containing fossils
In every formation, bnt par.
Ueularly etrong in the chalk.
Thiz collestion was made
Beveral years ago by the late
Augnstus Bergh, of Brighton,
ond at the time was con-
tidered the best in Sussex.
It is apen for the inspection
1:;[ any one who cares to see
1. PBut I econ discovered
that one of the most eele-
breted personages in Baw-
bridgeworthis * Jobn Pront,™
a8 every one calls the now
venerable owner of Blount's
1'_5'-111.1: and the interest ex-
cited by n perusal of his
bock was intensified by all
1!11} agcounts I heard of him.

il

I can see no | all imported wheat. In other words, the
this system of manuring |
| about 405,

price of wheat shonld be kept at the price of
er quarter. This would only
mean an additional 1d. on the price of the
loaf, which any labourer in employment
would readily pay. Those who are dis-
charged, as many will have to bo if the
depression goes on, will have no money to
buy bread at all.  If this is shown elearly to
the agrienltural labourer, he will willingly
join the National Agricultural Union, instead
of listening to the rural agitators and pesti-
lent fire-brands, who travel up and down the
country trying to set the labourers against
their employers.”

“Speaking of the N. A, U., I may regard
you as o supporter, Mr, Prout?

“ Certainly ; and I wish Lord Winchilsea
every success in his very landable efforts to
combine the three classes. I am of opinion
that the thing can be done if farmers will
only talk over the matter carefully with their

4 Tt has been continued up to the presernt | labourers and show them that they are their

best friends and anxious for their welfare.”

I see that in spite of the long-continued
dronght your erops look won-
derfully well 2

“ The whent, barley, and
oats are all right, Of course,
the eclover is poor; and
mangels, of which only five
acresare grown, areafailure,”

“To what cause do you
attribute the superior quu{iby
of the cereals "

* This goodness of the ce-
reals is owing no doubt tothe
steam ploughingandthorough
eultivation of the land, which
enable the roots to penetrate
deeply in search of moisturs
and food."

“You still get about the
farm, Mr. Pront 2"

“Yes, although mnearly
eighty-three, I drive up se-
veral times & week, and give
instructions to the foremen
in all the details of the farm.”

Mr., Pront confesses to
this modestly and as no-
thing at all extraordinary.
And, looking at him as he
sat befora me, jovial and
hearty, ond  with avery
indicetion of many vears of
nsofulness still before him,
I should have found no
diffienlty in believing him
had he confessad to even a
more remarkable  achieve.
ment.

BOGELANDS, EAWDRIDGEWORTH, HERTS.

one of the netives who directed me to cut nearly one and a-half mile of straight,

Rozelands, Mr. Prout's residence, which lies | deep, open outfall main drains, in lien of

two and a-half miles from the farm, ** You
Will find he is a large-hearted, genial, and
Echerons man.”

I was not disappointed with my reception,
and on aﬁ,mring%lr. Prout that anything he
could tell me would afford pleasure to the
readers of Tue CapLe, he kindly said he would
five me any information about himeelf and
his wark which I thonght might be uscial,

wandering and weedy ditehes which were
filled up. He threw the whele area of the
two farme, which he found subdivided into
fifty-one enclognres, into nine principal fields
of nearly fifty seres each, arranged generally
in quadriloteral figore. In fnct, in addition
to the amount expended on the drainage, he
spent £1800—making £10 per acre in all—
on the straightening of boundsry fences,

" Well, then," I eaid, I should like, first | clearing of hedges and trees, levelling, re.
9 all, to know something about yourself, | claiming, and remodelling the plan of the

T. Pront.
Dima of your native county ?

May I ask your age, and the | farm to adapt it for steam enltivation. This |

was in addition to the £16,000 purchase

‘I was horn on the 1st of October, 1810, | money and legal expenses. Dat the profit.

A% Jonth Petherwin, Launceston, and was
Tooht up to ferming by father who held

ableness of the estate improvements is
demonsteated by the valuation of the late

Yanafor many years in Cornwall nnder the | Mr. Thomas C. Scott in 1875, who fixed the

ate Sarl of Bt Germains.”

net rent Lo the landlord ab 45s. per acre, as

o Enw long did yon remain in Cornwall 2 | against 332, given by Mr. Blount, and the
*Wien I was twenty-two I beeame dis- | fee-simple at £31,000. This result also sup-
Satefid with the tenure of land in the county, | plies convineing proof of the suceess of clay

and d

that [ right have some land of my own.

chrmined to go to Canads, in order | farming if earried on in the proper manner,

Mr., Prout afirms that the indispensable

‘ecordinly in 1832 1 started for the | preparatory requisites are: (1) Effectual sub.

singe 1878, The corn has been harvested
and sold in the vsual way, and consequently,
an aceurate yield has been obtained, which
was not possible when the crops were sold
by aunction. I ought to add, that sinee the
annual atetion sales ceased there has been
an annual sale of hay and straw. It is
| generally in the first week of May. Ii thia
| were not stated gome might =ay, * What do
| von do with yonr straw " a3 no stock is kept.
| It is sold and gocs to London by road, a
distance of twenty-six miles.”

“1 believe your system is gnite nnigue ?*

“ Ag far as I know there 1s no record in
| the annals of agrieuliure but mine of 450
| aeres in England where corn has been grown
| continnously for thirty-twe years, with the
exception of & crap of elover overy cight
| years, and a_bare fallow every seven vears,
by the aid of artificicl manures alone.”

“Tint have not Sir John Lawes and the
Itoyal and other agrieultural soeieties donea
similar thing on various plots 2"

“Yoq, but it remained for me, under |

the direction of the late Dr. Augustus
| Vocleker, to cxemplify and carry into prac.

“Yon have, I believe, had
experience on the County
Couneil
“ 1 was an alderman of the Herts County
Couneil, but resigned after three years' ser-
vige. I am still on the Couneil of the Royal
Agricultural Benevolent Institntion.™
“And I hope will remain on it for some
years to come,” I said, as I parted with
this typical veteran agrienlturist, who knows
his own mind, and has the courage of hig
convictions. AW,



